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Synopsis

The making of a
soldier in Peru.

A group of young men, many of them
teenagers, voluntarily enlists in a rigorous
military program within the Peruvian Armed
Forces. They are driven by their desire to
engage in an ongoing armed conflict in the
VRAEM, an area with military intervention
framed by a ‘war on drugs’ policy.

They aspire to become ‘men of war’ and
embark on a transformative journey from
hopeful adventurers into soldiers. Amidst the
violence in the secluded military environment
in Peru, intimate moments unfold beyond
a prejudiced gaze, where compassion and
care blossom among them.

La creacion de un
soldado en Peru.

Un grupo de jovenes, muchos de ellos
adolescentes, se enlistan voluntariamente
en un riguroso entrenamiento militar en las
Fuerzas Armadas peruanas. Los motiva su
deseo de combatir en el VRAEM, una zona
con intervencion militar enmarcada en la
‘lucha contra las drogas’.

Aspiran a ser ‘hombres de guerra’ y
comprenden el sentido profundo de esta
frase mientras se transforman de jovenes
aventureros en soldados. Al mismo tiempo,
en medio de la crudeza del hermético mundo
militar, florecen la compasion y el cuidado
entre ellos.
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Director’s name Date, City, Country of birth Nationality Countries of production Location Year
Paolo Tizén Prado 07/06/1995 Lima, Peru Peruvian Peru, Spain, Mexico Peru 2024

Length Shooting format DCP Process Sound format Length Language
95 minutes Full HD Yes - 24 frames/s Color Stereo - Dolby Digital 5.1 93 minutes Spanish

Subtitles

English

Spanish

Spanish with audiodescription (soon)
Czech

World premiere
Proxima Competition KVIFF 2024

Technical specifications Especificaciones técnicas
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Director’s note

The military world deeply intertwines with the history of
my country (Peru), my family’s and my personal histories.
‘What is the military profession really about?’, | wonder.
It’s not the first time that | face this question. It’s an old
curiosity that finally finds the opportunity to be taken to
its ultimate consequences. | want to see everything that
happens in the barracks, even the unbearable.

| encounter a group of young men aspiring to become
soldiers and fight in a real conflict in Peru. The military
world imposes very specific steps on them, pushing
them to risk their own lives and take someone else’s.
The making of a soldier.

| accompany them for 10 months and they share their
intimacy, doubts and concerns with me. | keep my
gaze close to them, | handle the camera myself. Amidst
the violence, | rescue brief glimpses of beauty and
vulnerability in a world explicitly created to annihilate
these nuances. | harbor the hope of shedding light
on certain universal themes inherent to our human
condition, such as war, masculinity and violence, and
then | make this film.
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Screenings

2024 - Karlovy Vary International Film Festival

Press and industry

Introduction

Introduction + Q&A



Biofilmography

Paolo Tizén is a Peruvian director based in Spain. His
main interests are the artistic manifestations in Peru
and the contemporary role of the Armed Forces in his
country. He graduated from Elias Querejeta Zine Eskola
in Spain, specializing in Audiovisual and Film Creation.

His first feature film ‘Night has come’ will be premiered in
2024 in the ‘Proxima Competition’ section at the Karlovy
Vary International Film Festival.

He has also directed two short films: ‘Sobre el Cerro
Lechuza’ (2020) and ‘Soroborda’ (2023), which were
screened at international festivals such as San Sebastian
International Film Festival, ULTRAcinema in Mexico, and
Al Este de Lima in Peru.
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Menciones en prensa

Forbes El Comercio Swissinfo

Variety ScreenDaily Roger-Ebert


https://elcomercio.pe/luces/cine/el-peruano-paolo-tizon-compite-en-karlovy-vary-con-el-drama-vino-la-noche-celebs-ultimas-noticia/
https://www.screendaily.com/news/karlovy-vary-unveils-2024-official-selection/5194034.article

https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/el-peruano-paolo-tizón-compite-en-karlovy-vary-con-el-drama-intimista-vino-la-noche/78904137

https://www.rogerebert.com/festivals/the-58th-karlovy-vary-international-film-festival-unveils-its-official-selection
https://forbes.pe/forbes-life/2024-05-28/el-peruano-paolo-tizon-compite-por-el-globo-de-cristal-en-el-festival-de-cine-karlovy-vary
https://variety.com/2024/film/global/karlovy-vary-film-festival-ineup-2024-1236017155/

PAI Films distribution Cinesol Films

Lorena Tulini Paolo Tizén
+34 617 8332 15 +34 691 378 871
distributionpaifiims@gmail.com tizon.paolo@gmail.com
IG: @PAIFILMS IG: Cinesol_films

Contact Information Informacion de contacto








