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In this quirky dramedy, a father and his estranged grown-
-up children set out on a search for their missing mother.
They snoop around blocks of flats, playgrounds and
a farmer’s market, and question neighbors. As they learn
funny and strange secrets about their mother’s life,
the truth about their own lives is also revealed.

Piotr is a thirtysomething loner, who believes in the power
of rituals and the energy of secret stones. However,
when his estranged father calls him and asks for a meeting,
Piotr knocks on his door the next day. He is also reunited
with his sister Marta, whom he last saw on her wedding
day a long time ago. Piotr’s low-spirited father, who
is seemingly more interested in his plants than in his
children, informs them that their mother is missing
Piotr and Marta move back into their childhood home

and start an investigation together with their reluctant
dad. At first, they go around in circles — literally and
figuratively — as they look for answers in the same blocks
of flats, a local dive-bar-cum-casino and a farmers’ market.
Gradually, they learn about their mother’s gambling
addiction and her clandestine activities. The informers
are their neighbors and a street-smart man called ,,Guy”.
The family reunion feels awkward, but the trio has a
common goal: to find the missing matriarch. Incidentally

they also get a lead on their own dissolved connection.

»DEAR ONES”, a lovable, melancholic and funny crime
dramedy, is the second feature by Grzegorz Jaroszuk,
produced by Polish MD4 and Czech Axman Production,
in co-production with EC1 td6dz — City of culture.
The film was supported with Polish Film Institute’s
microbudget grant, Czech Film Fund and by City of £4dz.



How did you come up with an idea for the film?
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Frozen Stories Olaf Lubaszenko plays the Father. Why did you choose
him for this character? Polish audience knows him
very well, but mostly from gangster comedies and

Historia o braku samochodu Krzysztof Kieslowski’s A SHORT FILM ABOUT LOVE.

How did you pick other lead actors?



The family seems quite ordinary, except Piotr,
who performs special rituals every day.

| am a superstitious person myself, which actually amuses
me. When | started to think about why | need these
superstitions, | realized that they replace religion in my
life, even though | am not a very religious person.

Piotr is just like me in this respect — he just has many
religions at once. He lives in isolation and doesn’t have
any friends and these rituals help him find comfort and
security in something other than social outings.

He is a loner, but also a modest, quiet person. The kind
of guy who would never make the news or the headline
of a paper. Why does your film evolve around Piotr and
other people like him?

At some point | realized that | don’t really relate to
stories about , celebrities” or ,heroes”. By that | also
mean famous doctors or writers, who have a unique
biography and achievements. | understand why people

You were brought up in a similar residential area, which
is very typical of the Polish urban landscape — blocks of
flats made of concrete, during communism and after its
fall. Can you say something about that setting?

There is one more protagonist in a film: the music composed
by Petr Ostrouchov. How did your collaboration work?



MAIN CAST ON THEIR CHARACTERS
AND ABOUT THE FILM

(FATHER)

The film centers on a mystery, which is a key element of
the plot, but which is also crucial to understanding the
character of the father. The secrets are gradually revealed,
which proved to be quite a challenge for the director
and for me — we didn’t want to show or say too much
too soon. A character with a secret is always the most
interesting —in film and in life. The father is focused on
not revealing anything he doesn’t want to, which forces
him to control his voice, gestures and everything else.
And forces me, as a result, to act in a very constrained,
spare way.

What | also find intriguing about this film are the family
dynamics: the father and his children have grown apart
and it’s quite possible that they won’t ever be close
again. | jokingly said to the director that DEAR ONES
is a road-movie — the characters set out on a journey
to locate a missing person, but also to find a missing
bond.

(PIOTR)

Piotris a very peculiar man and a loner by choice. He lives
in his own world and surrounds himself with all kinds
of superstitions. | believe it’s his defense mechanism,
which makes his life easier. Piotr is also very pragmatic
— when he learns that his mother is missing, he will not
stop until he learns what happens to her. He needs to
find a solution, because if he doesn’t, everything will
lose its meaning.

People often consider people like Piotr weird or , not
normal”, while he is just like everyone else — he has his
quirks and the will to live by his own rules.

The film is very subtle, it leaves a lot of space for an audience
and addresses a subject that has a very deep resonance:
that every family is unhappy in its own, unique way.

(MARTA)

Marta is a very down-to-earth and no-nonsense woman.
She likes sticking to a plan, and when there is no plan —
as in the case of her mother’s disappearance —she tries
to make one. She is very observant and secretive — we
know that she is married, but we don’t learn anything
about her husband or their relationship.

For me DEAR ONES is about people who didn’t get
enough love. Therefore loneliness plays the lead in their
lives. It sounds sad and serious, but at the same time
the film is a dramedy — | found many of the characters
hilarious and authentic at the same time.

(GOSCIU)

Guy is the key figure and brains of the investigation.
He is a street-smart guy, who knows everything and
everybody. Also, he has a heart of gold and lives by
the local honor code, that says to respect thy neighbor
and to help those in need, even if they are poor or
light-fingered.

It’s the third time I’'ve been working with Grzegorz
Jaroszuk. | think he is an outstanding writer — his scripts
are precise and concise. As an actor, | love adding or
changing my lines, but working with Grzegorz | never
do that — his dialogues are just that good. Since DEAR
ONES was made on a so-called ,, micro-budget” the
shooting was a bit grueling; however, the result is
quite the opposite. | sometimes joke that the smaller
the budget, the better the film.
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